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On May 22, 1993, a sculpture called the Cosmic Dancer created by
the Swiss/American artist Arthur Woods was launched to the
Russian Mir space station on a Progress rocket from the Baikonur
Cosmodrome in Kazakhstan. The Cosmic Dancer - a painted
geometric form made out of welded aluminum tubing measuring
approximately 35 x 35 x 40 centimeters and weighing exactly one
kilogram - was the first three-dimensional artwork to be specifically
conceived for and officially realized in a space habitat. The
purpose of the project was to investigate the properties of sculpture
in weightlessness and to evaluate the integration of art into the
human space program.

After its arrival on the Mir space station the Cosmic Dancer was
allowed to slowly spin and freely float in the weightless
environment. Freed from the force of gravity which causes any
sculpture on Earth to rest or be positioned in a certain way, the
sculpture could be viewed from any perspective and angle.  The
cosmonaut crew interacted with the sculpture and evaluated the
contribution and importance of having it included in their
environment. They provided a photographic and a video
documentation of this experience.
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